
 

NEWSLETTER 
February 2010 

2009 Sale Result 
It is fair to say that we were taken by surprise by the great 2009 ram sale result so a 
big thank you to all the clients who operated and for their continued support. In 
previous years, each client has secured an average of 4 rams from the sale. Given 
the number of buyers at last year’s sale we estimate that not everyone got their ram 
requirements so this year we plan to offer around 150 rams to accommodate 
everyone’s ram needs. 
 
2010 Sale Team Displaying Exceptional Performance  
We weaned 157 May drop ram lambs during the last week in August just before the 
ram sale. Without correcting for twins and triplets, the ram lambs averaged 46.5kg at 
103 days of age which equates to a growth rate of 450 grams per day! The fastest 
were growing at 600 grams per day! 
 
All rams and ewes have now been weighed, scanned and faecal sampled at Post 
Weaning and ASBVs are available via the Ashmore website or LAMBPLAN website. 
A quick snapshot of what will be on offer at our 18th Annual Ram Sale on 27th 
September – all 150 rams will be above the national average on LAMBPLAN. 
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Highest Rank Ashmore Ram 0.07 10.9 17.8 -1.1 1.7 -3 217 115 
Ashmore Top 150 Rams Ave 0.15 8.1 13.3 -0.5 1.2 3 183 110 
2008 Terminal Average 0.21 6.4 9.8 -0.6 0.7 -10 163 108 

 
Opportunity to Partner with Savannah Lamb 

 
 

Savannah Lamb is a premium lamb product that was 
launched in December 2009 and is owned by ram clients 
of ours based just outside of Clare, Michele Prince & 
Phil Lally. Savannah Lamb has been developed to cater 
for the gourmet restaurant market and consumers direct 
from the farm gate. Savannah Lamb is available at 
Mathie’s Meat Shoppe in Clare, several noted 
restaurants in Melbourne, and also for delivery to 
Adelaide through a direct mail order program as whole 
and half lamb packs. 



Michele and Phil are looking for lamb producers to help maintain their supply, and 
who are interested in producing high end prime crossbred lambs, hence this notice. 
Currently, they are looking for lambs that drop in Sept/Oct/Nov.  If you do drop some 
lambs then, they are keen for you to give them a call. If you are interested in this 
opportunity please contact Michele (0417 801 369 or 08 88 423804) and she can fill 
you in on all the detail like quantity, specs, price, finishing requirements etc. 
 
20 years ago… 
Twenty years have passed since we purchased our first stud White Suffolk ram and 
a handful of ewes to found our stud at Ashmore. That was in October 1989. That was 
when there were around 170 million sheep in Australia, the average lamb was 
slaughtered around 17.5 kg carcase weight and we were slaughtering around 
300,000 tonnes of lamb from 17 million lambs.  
 
In 1990, around 10 million Australian sheep were destroyed as the bottom fell out of 
the wool market and lamb wasn’t much better.  
 
Question: Who would be crazy enough to enter the industry at a time when so many 
producers literally couldn’t give their sheep away?  
Answer: We were! 
 
Currently there are less than 80 million sheep in Australia, the average lamb is 
slaughtered at around 21 kg carcase weight and we are slaughtering around 
400,000 tonnes of lamb from 18 million lambs. A dramatic shift in carcase size 
(+3.5kg) and slaughter numbers relative to national flock size with price per kg 
doubling over that period.  
 
The lamb industry has had its ups and downs over the past 20 years but is certainly 
considered one of the bright spots in Agriculture in recent times. We worked out a 
long time ago that agriculture is a long term industry. Our horizon at Ashmore is 
quite clear: we keep doing what were are doing and try to get better at it. One thing 
is for sure, our plans are to be here for the next 20 years and the 20 after that….next 
generations willing.  
 
With lambs hitting $175/head in Dublin last week we hope you are getting amongst 
these prices for some of your lambs. All the very best for the 2010 season. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Brian, Rhonda, Troy and Nette Fischer 

 

 

  Contact Details  
  Brian   Troy 
  M: 0428826568 0429131277 
  E: troyfischer@bigpond.com 
 

www.ashmorewhitesuffolks.com 

Nette, Isabelle and Troy with 
Ashmore 080185 – still Australia’s 
highest White Suffolk 2008 drop ram 
on the LAMB2020 Index. 


